Judge Orders 
Ehrlichman to 
Enter Prison 

/f 

7 By Timothy S. Robinson 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

U.s. Distriqt Judge Gerhard A. Ge- 
sell revoked the bond of former White 
House aide John D. Ehrlichman yes- 
terday and ordered him to report to a 
federal prison Sept. 17 to begin serv- 
ing a 20-month-to-five-year term. 

The sentence was originally 5m- 

§£ S v d ^ y Gese11 on Jul y 31, 1974, after 
Ehrlichman’s conviction on charges of 
violating the civil rights of Dr. Lewis 
Fielding, a psychiatrist who had been 
treating Pentagon Papers figure Dan- 
iel Ellsberg. 

Ehrlichman had been free on per- 
sonal bond pending various appeals in 
the Fielding break-in. The break-in 
was conducted by members of the 
White House “plumbers’’ unit under 
Ehrlichman’s direction that had been 
set up in the Nixon administration to 
trace leaks of allegedly classified in- 
formation to the press. 


However, Gesell said yesterday that 
he was revoking the bond because 
Ehrlichman’s conviction had been 
unanimously affirmed by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals four months ago. 


Ehrlichman could ask the appeals 
court to overrule Gesell’s order and 
allow him to remain free pending a 
decision by the U.S. Supreme Court 
on whether to hear his appeal on the 
issues in the plumbers case. 

However, unless it is overruled, Ge- 


Pinion man to oe- 
gm serving his time at the federal 
prison camp in Saoffrd, Ariz. 

_ one - p aragraph order revok- 
ing Ehrlichman’s bond came without 
any request by the Watergate special 
piosecutors office, which had con- 
ducted the Ehrlichman trial. 

fTif h w iC + hmai ? also Was conv icted in 
n! Watergate cover-up trial before 
U.S. District Judge John J. Sirica and 
was sentenced to a prison term of two 
to eight years. Yesterday’s ruling by 
Gesell does not affect that case, which 
has been pending before the U.S. 

year * ° f Appeals for more than a 

Fe Eh NM hman jT h0 ' now lives in Santa 
He, N.M., could not be reached for 
comment last night. 

1 1 Uawrenc e H. Schwartz, one of Ehr- 

wo^dd 3 h S attorn ® ys > said Gesell’s order 

S Ehrif,h P 6d in an atten, P t to 
hman remain free pend- 

wheth! ® Upreme CoUrt ’ s deci sion on 
whether to hear the plumbers case. 

He was one of former President 

Whifo w t0P ai , des ’ servin S as the top 
White House lawyer and as domestic 

affairs adviser at various times in the 
Nixon administration 

th» CC m di S gt ° ev . idence presented at 
i<’iirr P v. Ulrd>ers trial two years ago 
Lhrlichman approved a break-in at 
leldmg’s office in September 1971 

wn K th ? psychia trist refused to give 
Ellsberg s medical files to the RBI At 
the time, Ellsberg was under investi- 

n r leaking the Pentagon Pa- 
pers to the press. 

.Since ins convictions, Ehrlichman 
has written a novel and has begun ap- 
pearing in various public forums to 
promote his book. 0 


